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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Security is an inherent concern of humankind and one of the most
significant issues in the field of international relations (IR). It is a
fundamental concept that permeates all aspects of life, including social
structures, governments, non-governmental organizations, the
international system, and the activities of political actors at the local,
regional, and global levels. Given its significance and broad relevance,
security can be examined from a variety of theoretical perspectives.
At first glance, the subject appears to fit within the mainstream
paradigms of IR. However, the breadth and complexity of security
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make it difficult for any single theory to adequately explain all of its
dimensions. Beyond the traditional hard dimensions of security,
emerging technologies—particularly artificial intelligence (Al)—
have introduced new challenges for individuals, societies, institutions,
and, ultimately, international security.

Accordingly, the present study aimed to examine both the promises
and the fears associated with AI. On the one hand, Al offers significant
potential to enhance national and international security across
multiple domains. On the other hand, any irresponsible or unregulated
use, coupled with widening technological disparities among states,
may create or intensify security threats at both the regional and global
levels. By exploring these competing dynamics, this research sought
to provide a comprehensive understanding of Al as one of the most
influential and transformative technologies shaping the games of
actors within the international system.

The specific research questions are as follows: What is the role and
impact of Al in security affairs and in maintaining and strengthening
national and international state power? What promises and fears does
Al present for national and international security? How will Al shape
the future direction of foreign policy? Will the anarchic nature of the
international system persist in the age of AI? How will the emergence
of Al reshape traditional understandings of hard power and soft power
in the field of security? And how will Al transform the global balance
of power?

Literature Review

Al is considered as one of the most influential emerging technologies
and a source of both power and potential threat. It has occupied an
increasingly prominent place in IR scholarship since the beginning of
the twenty-first century. An early contribution is the edited volume
Information Technologies and Global Politics: The Changing Scope
of Power and Governance (Rosenau & Singh, 2002). There is also the
collection of essays translated into Persian as Information Revolution,
Security, and New Technologies (Tayyeb, 2011). Both volumes
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emphasized the growing importance of emerging technologies for
policymakers and political leaders. Moreover, in the article “Artificial
Intelligence and International Security: The Long View,” Gill (2019)
examined the implications of Al for international security and
demonstrated its growing importance across multiple domains of
interstate competition, particularly in defense and military affairs.
Similarly, Johnson (2023), in Al and the Bomb: Nuclear Strategy and
Risk in the Digital Age, explored the relationship between Al and
nuclear weapons, examining the military applications of Al, its
technical foundations, the advantages and risks associated with its
integration into nuclear systems, and its implications for security.

Materials and Methods

This study used a descriptive—analytical method to evaluate the extent
to which Al influences various aspects of social life, particularly
international security, which remains one of the most critical and
sensitive concerns of governments in the contemporary international
system.

Results and Discussion

According to the findings, actors within the international system are
seeking to capitalize on emerging technological opportunities while
addressing the challenges associated with Al. In doing so, they aim to
develop new platforms for the application of Al, strengthen national
security capabilities, and shape international standards and norms in
ways that advance their national interests. The findings also
underscored the importance of the gap between state actors, as ethical
agents, and Al technology. As Al becomes increasingly integrated
into security and foreign policy, ensuring the ethical deployment and
responsible governance is essential for mitigating risks and
maximizing benefits.
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Conclusion

While acknowledging the growing importance and influence of a wide
range of emerging technologies, this study argues that Al occupies a
particularly distinctive position. Owing to its unique capabilities and
transformative potential, Al is likely to play an increasingly central
role in shaping international security in the years ahead.

Keywords: International security, Artificial intelligence, Advanced
technologies, Moral agency, UNESCO
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